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ABSTRACT 



Listed in the handbook for teachers, administrators, 
and instructors of teacher education are suggestions for teaching the 
hoieboundp.and hospitalized physically and Multiply handicapped 
children/ The purposes of home , and hospital teaching ape given to — * 
/ x include compensation for loss in-school experience and adjustment of 
instruction according to the student's needs and potential for - ' 
meeting appropriate performance objectives. Coveted are principles 
for establishing programs, initiation of services,, the pupils to, b.e 
served (such' as the severely .handicapped or convalescents from major 
surgery) , the teacjter-p u^ll .ratio; aspects Of long a.nd short term 



teaching, quail ficat ion sT^ re spon sifeJltt ies^of Tt tirTe£chwr~f o~r~ttfi©' 
hoaebound and' hospitalized, ^responsibilities df the regular teacher, 
responsibilities of the school principal and/or counselor, 
responsibilities of parents, and' accountability and- supervision, it' 
is maintained that a studhent out ..of, £he educational ma ins tre an for 
significant period will succeed "only if his morale .is kept high and 
his educators creatively provide learning opportunities involving * 
instructional aids such as audio visual materials or hobbies. (MC) 
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v > INTRODUQTION 

' .. ■ • S 

*■•''■, * 

4 This handbook was designed to suggest to, teachers, adminis- 
trators, an s d instructors of teacher education a few of the facets of 
. homebounti ar\d hospitalized teaching. It is a project of DOPHHH- 
the Division on Physically Handicapped, Homebound, and Hospi- 
talized of the Council for Exceptional Children, 

In accordance % with a major purpose bf DOPHHH, as stated in 
1958 in the Constitution, this publication is ontf step toward 
achieving the objectify that "professional standards ♦ , V be pro- 
moted". The cQntent presented here was gleaned directly>(rom 
teachers active in the field today. 

DOPHHH Invites you to join in the challenging endeavor to 
educate all physically and multiply handicapped children in the 
best possible manner, wherever they may be. 
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PURPOSES OF HOME AND HOSfJlt^L TEACHING 



tp 



Programs for homebound and hospitalized students are designed 



compensate for loss of in-school experience • with Special 
emphasis or| academic and social development { \ 

adjust instructional efforts to a student's individual needs, 
aBiJitte* and Interests, on the basis of appropriate perform- 
ance objectives. • - s • : 

evaluate educational status, and interpret the progress of each 
pupil enrolled'. • ■ " ♦ 

s f i ■ * 

prj^ride a continuum pf services which prepares the child to 

reiumfc school ; attendance as smoothly as circumstances 
permit * * ; . ; 
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Investigate end/or initiate avenues of rehabflifatfbh opw tb 
each student. 7 . Vv-; 

provide a supportive and interpretive liaison service among 
parents, school personnel, aqd student, 

• ** - I* 

coordinate and provide counseling regarding Vise of the ser- 
vices of public and private community agencies and other 
resources* • s 

provide continuity to the mental, social, emotional and phys- 
ical development of a homebound or hospitalized child. 



i -» • v. . 

PRINCIPLES FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAMS 

Services for homebound or hospitalize pupUi 

, should be established within the legal framework of the 
special e^cation latos of the state; and in compliance'with 
all rules, regulations ahjd standards of the State Department 
of Education.* , - 

. might be administered by the director of Special Education 
of a local dr an intermediate, cooperative or county-wide 
school. district, except in very large systems where a super- 
visor might be available. Aj choice of teachers who *re 
specialist in content or subject matter areas is desirable. * 

.. should include a concije system of referral, one that is simple 
, and clear, so that the student can be contacted promptly for 
instruction, and referred to an educational planning commit- 
tee when appropriate. 

• * ; . ' ■ ' s 

. should invofye coordination between referring parties, such as 
principal, counselor, and nurse, and the homebound teacher, 
classroom teacher, and student. 
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\ INITIATION OF SERVICES 



Initial referrals should be made to the home or hospital teacher 
when the situation . , 

, involves handicapped pupils who have been certified as appro- 
priate for special education services within thejegal statutes 
J of the state. 

relates only t& pupils for whom school attendance is impos^ 
sible, or for- whom h'omebound or hospitalized teaching is 4 the 
only appropriate educational service available. 

; relates to individuals of a wide-age range, according to State 
/.law (e.g. in Michigan, special education covers ages 0 - 25) v i 

, calls tor immediate service to persbns for whom a physician 
or other certifying authority have indicated long term need, 
unless another type of-od.ucati.onal service is recommended by 
* a professional placement and planning team, including the 
> parents. 4 • 

/ involves a pupil whose school attendance is intermittentjand, 
unsuccessful because of chronic debilitating conditions. <fhis^ 
/ situation may call for a continuing referral. | ^ ; " 

. ». does rjbt involve students unless a certifying medical author- 



ity hcjfc identified a significant medical pro 
for examples, misbehayior or truancy, 



jlem, rather then, 



redoes not involve those students, on -a. short term basis r for 
whom regular class tfeachers and classmates can reasonably be 
expected to provide instruction and materials. 



: PUPILS TO BE SERVED ; 

■ •' • • ' - •. , . . .. 

The pupil load of the teacher of • homebound ancf hospitalized 
children ordinarily includes populations falling into the follovylng 
categories. 

Services are to be extended 6nly as long as necessary to pupils 

who. . . / ' ' '• % 

* are so severely handicapped as to be unable to profitably 
attend either a regular" school' ;or a special class. 



are conflnedtoJhelr homes or a hospital for a limited period, 
tojlowirig atraumatic episode or surgical procedure* 

■ 'V- , ; » . •* 
suffer. from a chronic disabling illness, 

hive a medical condition, which makes transportation on- 
feasible. \ . * . / 

being handicapped, they live in areas too remote for regular 
school attendance. ' * ; ' v < 1 * 

s bfeing handicapped, find no suitable school program available 
to them in their district. I f 

' /.'•■ . \ ; . ■•' ■ - *• *• . ■ • 



TEACHER-PUPIL RATJO 



Flexibility and 1 good judgement on the part of the rtorne or 
hospital teacher should dilate the extent of his or her instruc- 
tional commitments at. any one tiitie. Guidelines in somedistrictsy 
indicate thit servicb . I * j 

. should be given daily in a ho$pitafclassseiting to eight or t^. 
Vstutiems bY fewer; or daily on a bedside basis (no less }han 
two visits a week); \ ^ ' * "... ' 

•■ v can seldom be considered adequate if a teacher is required to 0 
.give home instruction to more than ten students in one weel^. 

, should be given five times a week to a child ^t home, tn which 
case a teacher ffiigM be considered to have a f ull lobd (if ^there 
is much travel involved! 



iiioy pc'iini MvudMuiTcJi clustering ot two ot three nomeDOunC\" 
students foV Instruction, an arrangement especially appreelat* \ 
ed.yvhen children are. dependent upoh homebound teaching V 
over an exteridecf period of time. \ 

v •; -\ :'/••"■* >; • : 

"should allow time for coordination and tommunica'tion with 
•hdme, school and community. - v 

; \ f : ;\ V . - * ■ . ■ \ .. \- 

may be supplemented by home^chopl telephone; the tele- * 
class, computerized instructton; or cable television; to the 
extent that the standardizing of any teacher-pupil ratio is no 
longer a viable concept. v 



SOME ASPECTS OR LONG AND SHORT TERM TEACHING 

The homebound teacher may need to consider thet \ ' 

> 'Children (II for an extended period of time need special pro* 
grammlng • teacf^r conferences,' adjustment of coureework, 
Ve^^tic scheduling and curtictila, • j 

. children with termli)aH(lnesses require ijVKjJal attention and e 
teacher who Is tactful and supportive, as well as realistic with 

- both student and parents, 1 v 

. children vylth terminal illnesses are entitled to the teacher's 
attention as long as they or their parents are benefiting from 

k the contact; The>schooJ district should adhere to ap'zero 
reject" pplicy, y ' ( 4 [ 

> long term and terminal. situations cal! for maximum dedica- 
tion and a high ^vej of skill in teaching, as wbll as background 
Information conpernmg the physical effects and psychological 
Implications of illness for student and family. j 

if : -v->rr" ?y^- \ \ 

. honriebound Students may respond positively td the exchange 
of newsletters, Round Robin letters, shared photographs, 
( visits from classmates, and perhaps even a visit to the teacher's 
W$ home,/ ; -V"" S ' ' • .*/ : ■ ' : - . > )• 

• occasionally a long term student may be taken jnto his School 
- setting for a particular event. Careful planning is a must > 

- Children ill for a brief period of time often need what Is 
primarily a "3Hl^t^i"^'- : \tv^0yV o# ;\s^irvfc>e* " ^lnripiy_ riaf a_v * : .<H«ir: - 
alignment* and imateriafe, and thus preventing them 1 from 
"falling" or falling behind their classmate^ \ 



QUALIFICATIONS OF THE HOME OR HOSPITAL TEACHER 

. v • 

Tta teacher of the homebotjnd or hospitalized must first tie 
f lexible and W\ to adjust quickly to situational changes. Comfort 
In thfs role can be achieved only when that person ' 

, has a broad general education, * • 

• Isab'e and willing to continue his acqlilsition of knowledge. 

• Is able % t6 apply his own knowledge, test It, and enjoy it. 

: v has some background In special education, Including problems 
of emotionally disturbed and mentally retarded children, 
sensory impairment, and specif ic learning disabilities. \ 

- •:' ' 1 ; •. « ■ / '- V ' 

• Is especially knowledgeable concerning the crippled and 
, otherwise health iVHpa!red child, /.:-v/ : v / 

> > understands the psychological aspects of illness refatjpg to 
child and family members, ^ >T V . 

v can readily establish rapport with children $nd their parents, 
as well as individuals In his school and community, 

. can establish and maintain a "contract" with the parents, 
\. defining areas of responsibility. •••»?' " r 

. maintains willingness and ability to modify a program to 
match a child's current level of functioning and to reach an 
MndeMatiding with the regular classroom teacher as to any 
necessa^ 

. y ; ; . v . * . \ ' . . - ; ■ . .. ; 

- . develops a faculty for organizing schedules; work ^nd timing, 

. remains realistic and child-oriented, able to accentuate 'the* 
positive rather than to*et(empt to eliminate tfie impossible. 



RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE HOME 
OR HOSPITAL TEACHER 

>; The role of this professional may call for the ability to 

cooperate with school and parents In planning the progr^rfi, f 

; adapt a Schedule to the needs of tHe child and, in so far as 
p^fble! the needs of the child's family, 

v teach to. the child's needs and bol?tdr his strengths; be 
supportive. ^ ' ^ 

^ . ; ....... .. .• . ... .. ^ .i , ... , » • * _ . . • 

• . reniain aware of the student as an "individual"; help to enrich 
his environment V \* 



' set up communication with school Officials to make re-entry 
as smooth as possible, 

exercise juH#nent Iri regard to realistic, curriculum goals for 
child reh r eqd i r i longterm, confinarftont, or with terminal 
illnesses, ' . 

, .• • v - 

c provide contacts with a variety of teaching media and enlist 
. the cooperation of others In, '.heir use. ' 

evaluate pupil's educational status/ progress and achievements. 

observe and, record student behaviors ai\d the situations in 
Vvhlch they occgV, 

be willing to master' subject matter material and to teach (t 
almost simultaneously when necessary. 

organise personal life for safe traveling and adeq^te health 
routines. 

be a child advocate. 




RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE REGULAR 
CLASSROOM TEACHER, 

/ The regular teacher can help insure contipuity to the home* 
'bound pupil's program if he or she * \ 

\ helps the student maintain communication wkh his tlass- 
mates ■ 

. lets the student know that he or she also remans interested 
In his welfare. • * 

. cooperates with the homebound teacher by sharing informa- ; 
t)on about assignments, appropriate materials, tosts, and 
teacher's manuals, ' • 

v 7* assist! the homebound teacher,, if necessary, in areas of 
. speckiized instruction* V u / v ; 

\ .; Z\r. X * •; \\ i .;■ / . '•" * V •'. 

, remains flexible in assigning grades for .work accomplished, 
and tis wiilihg to/rely orr the judgment of the homebound 
te^cnpr • even to relinquishing the responsibility of grading » 
, \ wfienXstudents atje in a homebound program the major 
• portiorvpf a term. , v 4 ' . 



1 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
' + AND/OR COUNSELOR ', • 



The principal and/or school counselor will facilitate the program 
if he or,she 

: \. ■ ■ { : ; '. ' .->';' V 

, is dedicated tp^the Idea that the child is a child, and that he 
is a member of the student body, despite the fact that he is/ 
for a. time; Atx need* of a special education service or services. 

. Includes the home teacher as an itinerant staff 'member, pro* 
viding him or her/with> mailbox, N and sharing materials (test-* 
ingand instructional) as appropriate, ^ 

V \ . v -. --rM'A 

» facilitates orientation and inservjce education of the 'faculty 
and staff regarding the hbmebound service concept^ ' * 

•-•;v:'v m^kes. provision,, for the- home teacher to confer with the \ 
; child's classrpQfn teacher or ^teache^ fdf mutual planning and 
on-going evaluation. > v J 

• ♦ offers to share the service? of school volunteer helpers; or 
^ teacher aides, on those occasions when they can provide 
j: some special service in behalf of a homebound pupil. ; 



"* rtE$PONSI0IUTIES OF PARENTS 

The 1 teacheruf the homebound needs to invol^bhj^|tude]|Vand 
' the family In the educational planning'. The paj^p^)|^i|^{d. 
aware of tirtlr responsibilities to, >> 

, • , obtain appropriate naedfoai|erM 



. provide an appropriate setting for the teaching and study * 
time - orderly and qui^t. 

. * . - : i- ; '•'.:••« - - • • : -.s* :v- • ■ ' • 

S--^' V" Se,e that furnishings are comfortable $nd fit thoneeds of the 
^ child physically, and that materials are at hand. ' « 

III §mM^ r'mi ''^mMm&-- • ; - . ' ■v-K ^ • j 7 
' - , maintain schedules Mutually acceptable to family, student/ 
Kv'i and teacher* - : . » . / , ' /• 




^notify the teacher if a visit does not appear to be in the 
child's best interest at the^scheduled time, 

• . • • •••'»'••.":. 

assure that a responsible adult Is present in the home daring 
.the teaching period. 

Help the cfiild pace himself so that he has not exhausted his 
energies prior to the teacher's visit. 

provide/ if necessary, an occasional opportunity for teacher* 
parent corxymmicption when the child cannfct overhear the 
conversation/ ; V • 



/ ? ill 



• ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPERVISION . | 

' ■ ■ , " ; V » . , > 

* ' I 

The teacher of the tiomebound or hospitalized student should j 
have supervision from a qual/fied special educator who is fully j 
cognizant of the nature arid /educational needs of crippled and j 
otherwise health irftpaire$l persons. 1 I 

Responsibility for significant life planning for permanently j 
disabled pupils should be mdjie by a multi-disciplinary education* ! 
5 aV planning 6o/nmittee. It i&' the responsibility of the supervisor or 
administrator to whom the ^oinebound teacher is directly account- j 
able to insure such indepth evaluation and, planning. The parent - 
should be Included in the planning. 1 

, - The curriculunp should parallel the pattern of the child's reg- 
ular classroom as nearly as possible, particularly with students 
whdse disability is ter^oorary, * f 

ii wmmmm%: . yy.x.ym0M$i 

/ The teacher should/be ape to formulate specific performance 
objectives^trategles, and evaluation procedures which are compat- 
ible with the goals of academic, social, and vocational self-realiza- 
tion* ^ : / ' ; . * ' ; ' x 

¥B§tM ■ ♦ • v. - : $:M§y& 

Reporting procedures should be planned on a realistic ar\d 
practical basi% The home and hospital teacher may be adjusting 
to several school calendars as well as to a pupil's* individual 
schedule* of achievement. Due dates for, reports should he set well 
in advance.to permit adequate teacher-parent deliberation. 

Most of the data to be used for evaluation will be collected 
during the teach ing time of tKe student, \ r ; 



•' .ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS ' * 

v A student who is otit of the mainstream of education f of any 
significant period of time v/til succeed only if his mdral.e is main- 
tained at a high level. H is educators need to tfe creative, they most 
open as many doors to the student as they can, keeping ir^mind, 
for example, that * \-\ 

... a regional or distcict Materials Center may provide supple; 
mentary audio-visual materials to enrich homebound student 
fare. Perhaps the student Will himself rnake slides or a film- 

: strip, participate in video-taping, or closed-circuit television^ 
or enjoy the use of tapes or recordings of his classmates. 

. some continuing program of occupational and/or physical 
therapy might be important to a child, the appropriate 
administrator should arrange for such services to be prjavldfed. 

/ the community should' be brought jnto a homebound stu- 
dent's world as much as possible, e.g. citizen band radio 
Y equipment. * - •'. r ; 

. hobbies should be encouraged/ By- collecting, composing, 
creating and communicating, the student may continue to be 
motivated despite the many personal odds faced, i 



referral to Vocational Reh&bijit^tion services is appropriated 
4>y the age of 10. For Some,-* prevpfcational or a homebound 
crafts program may be initiated. v 

Volunteers' such as foster grandparents, college students, or, 
teertagers may be beneficial to young persons living jn long- 
term care facilities. s . v '[ 

/V >' ; y ° •*"!•.; i/"/'.; Si/'-:.--' -1 : : : . : - • . 'i ' ;/ i ' • /'^ ' : 

public ^nd private . h^eVlth, social seryicfe, and tegal agencies, 
religious affiliations, $n'<J peer hobby groups provide appfo; 
. priate hippleftentql services: for some homebound Students. 



CREDITS 

. MICHIGAN REVISION COMMITTEE 



Arselia B. Sehler 

Elizabeth Casselman i 
Robert J. Couiynse 
VVHIIam.fmlflh 
Alice Fierke t 

Dean iTVidgard 

Chalme^Millfr 1 

Marjorie Oudman I 

Mildred Williams ! 

• .;; ! -.• " , "> ! , '. ; . ' ! ' • \ 

Linda Reisig 



Editor. 

Michigan Department Of Education «• ' 
Editorial Staff 

Royal Oak Public School District v 
Shiawassee Intermediate School District" 
* St, Clair intermediate School District 
Huron Ihterrnediate School District * 
Veh'^uren Public* School District V 
University of Michigan, Hospital School 
Barry I nterm^iaieVsKbol District % 
Kent . I hter mediate School District 
Oakland Intermediate School District > 
Art Credits . 

Midland Intermediate School District 



The Editor gratefully acknowledges thofe suggestions 
made by a number of nationally known COHI leader- 
ship people who attended the Third Institute for 
of Crippled and Otherwise Health Impaired held at 
T*ppan Zee, Nyack, New York on March 29-3 t, 1973/ 



First Edition Chairman: 



first Revised Editipn; 
; Chairman: \ 



Gloria Calovtnl > 
f lllnors StatePepartmenr'of 
Public Instruction 

Esther Oilman s ' < , 

Van fiiiren Public Schools, Michigan 



